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BIO
Celebrated pianist, mentor, and artistic director Susan Chan has earned
praise for her “tremendous musicianship and technical mastery”
(Fanfare Magazine) and “conspicuous refinement” (BBC Music
Magazine). Born and raised in Hong Kong, Chan is a Si-Yo Artist™ whose
international career spans four continents, combining performance,
teaching, artistic direction, and advocacy for music that reflects diverse
cultural identities.

Chan has performed at renowned venues including Carnegie Hall’s Weill
Recital Hall, Chopin’s birth house in Poland, Hong Kong City Hall Concert
Hall, and St Martin-in-the-Fields in London. She has appeared as soloist
with the Dnepropetrovsk State Philharmonic, Hong Kong Sinfonietta, and
Portland Columbia Symphony. Her numerous honors include an Oregon
Arts Commission Individual Artist Fellowship and recognition from The
American Prize for championing piano music by Asian composers.

Alongside the core piano repertoire, Chan is a dedicated advocate for
contemporary music, particularly works by women and composers from
the Pacific Rim. Her acclaimed discography includes Echoes of China:
Contemporary Piano Music (Naxos) and East West Encounter | and Il
(MSR Classics), featuring works by Western and contemporary Asian
composers.

Dr. Chan is Professor of Piano and former Piano Area Coordinator at
Portland State University, where she founded and directs the PSU
Steinway Piano Series. An internationally active master teacher, she has
been a guest artist at institutions including the Royal College of Music in
London and Bard College Conservatory of Music and has presented at
major music conferences worldwide. Chan holds a Doctor of Music
degree from Indiana University and bachelor’s and master’s degrees
from the University of Hong Kong. Her influential mentors include Gyorgy
Sebdk, Menahem Pressler, and Eleanor Wong.



The CSUN Music Department is thankful for
generous donations of support from the following
individuals and foundations.

6/1/25 - 7/31/26

Endowments & Planned Gifts

Don and Sandra Aguado (dec.) Bostrom + Curt Allen (dec.)
Linda S. Anderson (dec.) » The Augustine Foundation
Robert & Josephine Barbera = Mary & Jack Bayramian (dec.)
Garth & Sandy Brooks » Mike Curb » Les & Terry Cutler » Marcy Drexler
Etude Music Club + Mrs. Nancy Fierro = Leanne Freeman * Michael Gintz
Arnold & Gladys (dec.) Gould « Earl Greinetz (dec.) » Marilyn N. Hankins
George Heussenstamm + Houle Family Trust » John & Susan Joyce
Albert (dec.) & Sherry Lapides » Winnifred L. McGinnis (dec.)
Shigemi E. Matsumoto and Martin Stark = Charles & Glee Murphy
Mational Association of Recording Arts & Sciences
David and Krystyna Newman Chuck Niles (dec.)

Martha and Grant Nissen = Ellen and Howard Press Elizabeth Ann
Furcell Mary Louise Reilly-Knoblauch (dec.) » Delores Rhoads (dec.)
Michaal Sandler + Carson E. Schreiber *+ Andrés Segovia (dec.)

Jim and Jamie Self « Bella Veksler + Richard J. Weigand (dec.)

Dr. Robert W. and Milona Moore Wienpahl (dec)

Withers Family Foundation » Sandy and Ronald (dec.) Zacky

525,000+
The Herb Alpert Foundation = The Colburn Foundation
The Ella Fitzgerald Charitable Foundation = Peter and Geri Rotella Rotter

$10,000-524,999
Rising Star Music Fund = Robert Barbera » Les and Terry Cutler
Gita Kronen + Rockley Family Foundation « Joan Thompson

$5,000-59,999
Arts Council for CSUN » Shigemi E. Matsumote and Martin Stark

£1,000-54,999
Anne Marie De |la Vega * The Benny Golbin Foundation = Les Hershberger
Iglewski Family Foundation « Martha and Grant Nissen
The Presser Foundation * Michael Ryan and Kenneth Howard
Michael Sandler « Diane Ketchie-Saar and Raymond Saar

$500-5999
Adam Hersh
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