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September 2025

Dear friends of Chamber Music @ CSUN

As I seem to have successfully extracted myself recently from a situation as interim department chair for one year at our wonderful school 
– a role that I believe only few violinists have ever taken on, since we tend to feel the need to practice so much – I am now embracing again 
music making by its more visceral way of performance, and by organizing chamber music events with their boundless temptations of 
intriguing genres, formations and repertoire.

We are commemorating the 50th anniversary of Dmitry Shostakovich’s death. A particularly warm welcome goes to the musicians who are 
joining us from as far away as Paris to provide a special color, or tone if you will, to this year’s program, with a tribute to the composer in a 
performance of his “Suite on Verses of Michelangelo Buonarroti” as well as a lecture recital on his Concertino and own arrangement for two 
pianos of his Symphony no. 15.  

I would like to express my gratitude for all the support that makes ChamberFest @ CSUN logistically and financially possible. The Colburn 
Foundation has given us a generous grant to support chamber music at CSUN. Thank you also to everyone at our school, the department and 
college, for their support, and especially to our staff for everything they do daily to support our music operations which are often so complex!

In hopes that you will find in this year’s ChamberFest edition the music experience that you were looking for, I am

Sincerely yours,

Lorenz Gamma
Director, ChamberFest @ CSUN

 

GREETINGS FROM THE DIRECTOR
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October 2025 

Dear Musicians, Guests and Colleagues,

Thank you for joining us for Chamberfest @ CSUN 2025! This festival celebrates the artistry of exceptional 
musicians—our own talented CSUN faculty and students performing alongside distinguished international guests 
— for three days of extraordinary chamber music performances that promise to captivate and inspire.

Chamber music is a wonderful musical tradition that’s both technically sophisticated and deeply personal. In our 
fast-paced world, these performances offer something uniquely restorative — a chance to be fully present with 
music that speaks to the full spectrum of human experience, from joy and celebration to curiosity and contemplation.

I extend our heartfelt appreciation to the Colburn Foundation on behalf of our CSUN community and all those we have the privilege to 
serve. Their steadfast commitment to ChamberFest and arts education continues to enrich our mission.

I want to particularly recognize Dr. Lorenz Gamma, Associate Professor of Violin and Head of String Studies, whose visionary 
leadership brings this festival to life. Through his guidance and the remarkable talents of our Music Department faculty and students, 
we witness the extraordinary artistry that exemplifies the Mike Curb College of Arts, Media and Communication.

As you settle into these performances over the next three days, I encourage you to embrace the deep listening that chamber music 
invites and savor the artistry of world-class musicians sharing their craft in these intimate settings. May this week remind us all of 
music’s power to move, to unite, and to reveal the extraordinary beauty that emerges from human creativity and collaboration.

Welcome to CSUN, and welcome to Chamberfest 2025!

Warmly,  

Erika D. Beck, Ph.D. President

GREETINGS FROM THE PRESIDENT
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5Irina Kataeva Laurence Oldak

CHAMBER MUSIC MASTERCLASS & LECTURE RECITAL
Shigemi Matsumoto Recital Hall

Thursday, October 2nd, 4:30 – 6:00 PM
Chamber Music Masterclass: Pianists Irina Kataeva & Laurence Oldak

Friday, October 3rd, 4:30 – 6:00 PM
Lecture Recital: Presented in commemoration of the 50th memorial anniversary 

of Dmitri Shostakovich (1975-2025) 
Pianists Irina Kataeva & Laurence Oldak  

on Shostakovich’s Concertino & Symphony No. 15 for two pianos
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	 A French pianist of Russian origin, Irina 
Kataeva-Aimard has earned her reputation through her 
interpretations of 20th-century music. Based in France 
since 1985, she performs both in France (IRCAM, Ensemble 
intercontemporain, Radio-France, Centre Acanthes) 
and around the world, where she participates in various 
contemporary music festivals.

	 The daughter of musicologist Liouba Berger and 
conductor Vitali Kataev, who was a professor at the Moscow 
Conservatory. Her parents were closely associated with 
Dmitri Shostakovich: Liouba Berger wrote Les traits de style 
de Chostakovitch (The Stylistic Features of Shostakovich) in 
1962, the first book in the Soviet Union about the composer; 
Vitali Kataev, then principal conductor of the Belarusian 
Symphony Orchestra, premiered Symphony No. 13 in 1963 
under extraordinary circumstances (the day before the 
Belarusian premiere, Kataev received a request from the 
Moscow Central Committee to urgently return the scores to 
Moscow, which was equivalent to a ban on the performance 
of the work. A collective decision was then taken by all the 
musicians in the orchestra to copy the parts by hand overnight, 
enabling the concert to go ahead the following day).

	 In Moscow, Irina has performed at the Sviatoslav 

Richter Museum, in the Rachmaninov Hall and in the 
Small Hall of the Tchaikovsky Conservatory. She has also 
performed in St. Petersburg in the main hall of the Mariinsky 
Theater during Valery Gergiev’s White Nights Festival. Irina 
Kataeva-Aimard has been a professor at the Conservatoire à 
Rayonnement Départemental de Grand Paris Sud since 1989. 
She gives masterclasses around the world and has chaired the 
jury of the International Contemporary Music Competition 
for Youth in Fribourg, Switzerland, four times. From 2009 to 
2019, she led masterclasses at the Bolshoi Theater in Moscow 
devoted to French vocal chamber music.

	 Artistic director of the Rencontres musicales de Pont-
Saint-Esprit, she created a program of Russian avant-garde 
compositions in 2010, which she also performed in New York, 
Philadelphia, and Mulberry. In 2012, Irina Kataeva-Aimard 
created the Rencontres musicales de Jaugette, of which she is 
the artistic director. She welcomes internationally renowned 
classical and jazz musicians such as Mikhael Pletnev and Shai 
Maestro. With a committed and highly creative program, 
she also invites traditional music groups from Central 
Africa, Georgia, and the Pyrenees. She stages operas, creates 
partnerships with free musical events in the Haute-Touche 
Zoological Reserve, and offers increasingly original concerts 
presented by specialists in astrophotography, ornithology, 
and magic. In 2023, the festival won the “Best Content” 
Award at the Heavent Festival Awards.

Irina Kateva
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	 Laurence Oldak began her musical studies at the 
age of 4 and entered the Toulouse Conservatory at the age of 
6. She gave her first concert at the age of 8, after which Ivry 
Gitlis and Maria Joao Pires noticed her. At the age of 14, she 
obtained a gold medal at the CNR in Toulouse under the tuition 
of Françoise Thinat and a First Prize in Chamber Music. 
She then entered the Conservatoire National Supérieur de 
Musique de Paris, joining the class of pianist Dominique 
Merlet and the Chamber Music class of Jean Hubeau. In 1987, 
she obtained her degree in Piano and Chamber Music and 
continued her studies with Jacques Rouvier and Théodore 
Paraskivesco. In December of the same year, she was awarded 
a place on the Postgraduate Diploma course at the C.N.S.M. in 
Pari,s where she studied with Jacques Rouvier.

	 She has participated in numerous Masterclasses 
with Léon Fleischer and György Sebok. She regularly 
consults Dimitri Bashkirov in Paris, Salzburg, Santander, and 
Madrid. In February 1990, Laurence Oldak won the Yamaha 
Foundation First Prize. In 1992, her meeting with the pianist 
Lucienne Marino, a disciple of Arturo Benedetti Michelangeli, 
with whom she worked for many years, had a decisive impact 
on her approach to music and her piano playing. In 1993 
and 1995, she was a finalist in the Busoni International 
Competition.
	 Greatly respected by the contemporary composer 
Maurice Leroux, she was engaged to play his works at 

the SACEM in Paris. Laurence Oldak is a regular guest at 
numerous French festivals such as the Festival de la Côte 
d’Emeraude, the Festival de Cognac, the Festival de Saintonge, 
and the Festival de Champagne- Ardenne, and she gives many 
concerts abroad, in Canada, Spain, Austria, Italy, and many 
other countries.

	 In December 2018, she was invited to the Saison 
Musicale des Concerts Classiques d’Epinal for a recital of 
Russian Music, «Couleurs d’Octobre,» during which she 
premiered ”1917”, a work by Kirill Zaborov. Since 2020 and 
the release of her CD Influences, Laurence Oldak has given 
numerous recitals of works by Frédéric Chopin, notably in 
Paris, Lille, Nantes, Bordeaux, Toulouse, Geneva, and Brussels. 
Her love for Chopin’s romanticism has led her to devote her 
third album to him.

	 Laurence Oldak is a renowned teacher and has been 
invited to take part in numerous juries and master classes. 
She trains young musicians destined for a musical career and 
will even be Brigitte Fanny Cohen’s guest on the television 
programme Télé Matin on the subject of «Musique et 
Cerveau». She holds state teaching diplomas from the City of 
Paris and is a professor at the Paris Regional Conservatoire.

Laurence Oldak
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7:30 PM

Sergei Prokofiev
(1891 - 1953)

CONCERT:

Sonata for Flute and Piano in D Major, Op. 94
I. Moderato
II. Scherzo: Presto
III. Andante
IV. Allegro con brio

Larry Kaplan, Flute
Dmitry Rachmanov, Piano

Friday, October 3
Shigemi Matsumoto Recital Hall

Andrew Norman	
(*1979)

“Gran Turismo” for Eight Violins
				  
Er-Gene Kahng, Violin
Enosh Kofler, Violin
Nelly Guevara, Violin
Anna Kostyuchek, Violin
Pedram Pourghazi, Violin
Alisa Luera, Violin
Alisa Gukasian, Violin
Lorenz Gamma, Violin

INTERMISSION
8
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Felix Mendelssohn
(1809 - 1847)

Friday, October 3
Shigemi Matsumoto Recital Hall

RECEPTION TO FOLLOW

String Octet in E-flat Major, Op. 20
I. Allegro moderato, ma con fuoco
II. Andante
III. Scherzo: Allegro leggierissimo
IV. Presto

Lorenz Gamma, Violin
Nelly Guevara, Violin
Ruzanna Sargsyan, Violin
Niv Ashkenazi, Violin
Andrew McIntosh, Viola
Patrick Marsh, Viola
Benz Marston, Cello
Diane Roscetti, Cello
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Saturday, October 4
Shigemi Matsumoto Recital Hall

7:30 PM

Modest Mussorgsky
(1839 - 1881)

CONCERT:

Songs and Dances of Death
I. Lullaby
II. Serenade
III. Trepak
IV. The Field Marshal

Franck Lunion, Baritone
Irina Kateva, Piano

Suite on Verses of Michelangelo Buonarroti, Op. 145
I. Truth
II. Morning
III. Love
IV. Separation
V. Anger
VI. Dante
VII. To the Exile
VIII. Creativity
IX. Night
X. Death
XI. Immortality
	
Franck Lunion, Baritone
Irina Kataeva, Piano

Dmitri Shostakovich
(1906 - 1975)

10

ChamberFest2025-Brochure-SinglePages-Final-Landscape.indd   10ChamberFest2025-Brochure-SinglePages-Final-Landscape.indd   10 9/29/2025   12:01:46 AM9/29/2025   12:01:46 AM



11

Saturday, October 4
Shigemi Matsumoto Recital Hall

Antonín Dvořák
(1941 - 1904)

String Sextet in A Major, Op. 48 
I. Allegro 
II. Dumca: Poco allegretto
III. Furiant: Presto	
IV. Finale: Tema con variazioni

	
Tomasz Golka, Violin
Lorenz Gamma, Violin
Andrew McIntosh, Viola
Gina Coletti, Viola
Yoshika Masuda, Cello
Erica Wise, Cello

INTERMISSION
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Sunday, October 5
Shigemi Matsumoto Recital Hall

4:00 PM

Grażyna Bacewicz
(1909 - 1969)

CONCERT:

String Quartet No. 4 
I. Andante – Allegro molto
II. Andante
III. Allegro giocoso

Quartet Aido:
Anna Renton, Violin
Ariana O’Connell, Violin
Gloria Choi, Viola
Danny O’Connell, Cello

Miguel del Aguila	
(*1957)	

“Pacific Serenade” for Clarinet and String Quartet
I. Con nostalgia
II. Semplice
III. Recitando

Julia Heinen, Clarinet
Tomasz Golka, Violin
Lorenz Gamma, Violin
Patrick Marsh, Viola
Erica Wise, Cello

12
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Johannes Brahms
(1833 - 1897)	

Piano Quintet in F minor, Op. 34
I. Allegro non troppo
II. Andante, un poco adagio
III. Scherzo: Allegro
IV. Finale: Poco sostenuto – Allegro non troppo		
		
Steven Vanhauwaert, Piano
Quartet Aido:
Anna Renton, Violin
Ariana O’Connell, Violin
Gloria Choi, Viola
Danny O’Connell, Cello

RECEPTION TO FOLLOW

Sunday, October 5
Shigemi Matsumoto Recital Hall

INTERMISSION
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1. Lullaby

A child is groaning...  A candle, burning out,
Dimly flickers onto surroundings.
The whole night, rocking the cradle, 
A mother has not dozed away with sleep.
Early-early in the morning, carefully, on the door 
Compassionate Death -- Knock! 
The mother shuddered, looked back with worry...
“Don’t get frightened, my dear!
Pale morning already looks in the window...
With crying, anguishing and loving
You have tired yourself, have a little nap, 
I’ll sit instead of you.
You’ve failed to pacify the child.
I’ll sing sweeter than you” -- 
“Quiet! My child rushes and struggles, 

Songs and Dances of Death by Modest Petrovich Mussorgsky 

Tormenting my soul!”
“Well, with me he’ll soon be appeased.
Lullaby, lullaby, lullaby.” -- 
“The cheeks are fading, the breath in weakening...
Be quiet, I beg you!” -- 
“That’s a good sign, the suffering will quieten, 
Lullaby, lullaby, lullaby.” -- 
“Be gone, you damned thing!
With your tenderness you’ll kill my joy!” -- 
“No, a peaceful sleep I’ll conjure up for the baby.
Lullaby, lullaby, lullaby.” -- 
“Have pity, wait at least for a moment 
with finishing your awful song!” -- 
“Look, he fell asleep with my quiet singing. 
Lullaby, lullaby, lullaby.”

For poems to the Mussorgsky & Shostakovich songs, 
please use the QR code provided at the entrance14
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1. Truth

There are truths in the sayings of old,
And here is one: whoever’s able, never wants to.
You listened, Lord, to the one who prattles lies,
And chatterboxes are rewarded by you;

But I’m your servant: my labors are given
To you as rays are to the sun—though your wrath defames
All that my zeal intends to do,
And all my efforts are unneeded.

I thought that your majesty would take me in,
Not as an echo in a chamber,
But as a blade of justice and a weight of wrath.

But there is indifference in heaven
To earthly merits, and to await its rewards
Is to expect fruit from a dry tree.

Suite on Verses of Michelangelo Buonarroti, Op. 145 by Dmitri Shostakovich

For poems to the Mussorgsky & Shostakovich songs, 
please use the QR code provided at the entrance

1. Истина

Есть истины в реченьях старины,
И вот одна: кто может, тот не хочет.
Ты внял, Господь, тому, что ложь стрекочет,
И болтуны тобой награждены;

Я ж твой слуга: мои труды даны
Тебе, как солнцу луч,– хоть и порочит
Твой гнев всё то, что пыл мой сделать прочит,
И все мои старанья не нужны.

Я думал, что возьмёт твоё величье
Меня к себе не эхом для палат,
А лезвием суда и гирей гнева.

Но есть к земным заслугам безразличье
На небесах, и ждать от них наград—
Что ожидать плодов с сухого древа.
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Niv Ashkenazi
Virtuoso violinist Niv Ashkenazi, praised for his “extremely colourful interpretations, characterized 
by maturity and authority” (Pizzicato Magazine), has made several Carnegie Hall and Kennedy 
Center appearances and performed in Europe, the Middle East, and North America. Recent highlights 
include being Artist in Residence at the Soraya and at the Philharmonic Society of Orange County, 
his internationally critically acclaimed album, Niv Ashkenazi: Violins of Hope, named one of the 
10 best classical recordings of 2020 by the Chicago Tribune, recognition by the City of Los Angeles 
for his humanitarian work, being a featured soloist, alongside Yo-Yo Ma, for the soundtrack of the 
PBS documentary Harbor from the Holocaust, and being featured on ABC7, Good Day LA, Spectrum 1 
News, Telemundo, in the Los Angeles Times, and other major news outlets. Niv holds a B.M. and M.M. 
from The Juilliard School, studying with Itzhak Perlman and Glenn Dicterow.

Gina Coletti
Gina Coletti, viola, is in demand as a performer and educator. She has participated in festivals around 
the world including the St. Barts Music Festival and the Tucson Chamber Music Festival.  She has 
also performed with the Los Angeles Philharmonic and Opera and served as principal of the Mozart  
Chamber Orchestra. A dedicated educator, Ms. Coletti is the director of the renowned Elizabeth 
Mandell Music Institute at the Crossroads School for Arts and Sciences. She was the former chair 
of chamber music at the Colburn Community School of Performing Arts. Her students have gone 
on to pursue further degrees at Juilliard, NEC, USC, Harvard, Yale, and Stanford. She was named 
Outstanding Teacher of the Year by the American String Teachers Association (CA) in 2022. Ms. Coletti 
is on faculty at the Interharmony Music Festival (Italy), Montecito International Music Festival, and 
Amici Music Festival.

MUSICIANS

16
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Lorenz Gamma
Violinist Lorenz Gamma is a professor, head of strings, and director of chamber music at California 
State University, Northridge, where he has recently also served as interim department chair. He is also 
co-artistic director of the Borromeo Music Festival in Switzerland. As a member of the Amar Quartet, 
he won the Millennium Award at the 2000 London International String Quartet Competition and 
has performed in London, Paris, Munich, Cologne, New York, and countless other cities. Mr. Gamma 
served as concertmaster of the Northwest Sinfonietta in Seattle and as principal of the Zurich Opera 
orchestra, and has performed over twenty different concertos by Bach, Beethoven, Berg, Brahms, 
Bruch, Gubaidulina, Lutoslawski, Marsalis, Mozart, Mendelssohn, Piazzolla, Rubinstein, Schumann, 
Spohr, Tartini, Vivaldi, and Wieniawski. An avid chamber musician, he has performed a string quartet 
repertoire of over sixty composers, as well as the greater part of the standard chamber literature of 
over eighty composers.

Tomasz Golka
Winner of the 2003 Eduardo Mata International Conducting Competition, Tomasz Golka is equally at 
home as conductor, composer, and violinist. He has conducted the symphony orchestras of Seattle, 
Fort Worth, Buffalo, Spoleto Festival USA, Warsaw Philharmonic, Baden-Baden Philharmonic, 
Sinfonia Varsovia, and numerous orchestras in Mexico, Puerto Rico and Chile. Past positions include 
Chief Conductor of Colombia National Symphony in Bogotá, also as Music Director of the Lubbock 
Symphony. Currently in his 15th season as Music Director of Riverside Philharmonic. He served as 
Cover Conductor for Rafael Frühbeck de Burgos, the Boston Symphony Orchestra, and the Cleveland 
Orchestra. As violinist in recent seasons, he has appeared as soloist with orchestras and has performed 
the complete Sonatas and Partitas of Bach. He holds a Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in violin from 
Rice University, where his teachers were Sergiu Luca and Kenneth Goldsmith. His other violin teachers 
included Tadeusz Wronski and Marina Yashvili. 

ChamberFest2025-Brochure-SinglePages-Final-Landscape.indd   17ChamberFest2025-Brochure-SinglePages-Final-Landscape.indd   17 9/29/2025   12:01:47 AM9/29/2025   12:01:47 AM



Nelly Guevara
Nelly Guevara, originally from Honduras. She studied at the prestigious Reina Sofía School of Music 
in Madrid, studying with Rainer Schmidt and Marco Rizzi, while specializing in string quartet as a 
member of the award-winning Albéniz Quartet under the guidance of the Alban Berg Quartet. She 
participated in masterclasses with renowned musicians, including Leon Spierer, Oleh Krysa, Mauricio 
Fuks, Ana Chumachenco, and members of the Alban Berg Quartet, and collaborated with world-
class artists such as Charles Dutoit, Midori, and Zubin Mehta. She won Costa Rica’s “Young Soloists” 
and “Gold Medal” awards, performed as a soloist, and held positions with the National Symphony 
Orchestras of Honduras, Costa Rica, and Colombia. She also served as 2nd Assistant Concertmaster 
with the Gulbenkian Orchestra in Portugal and Principal with the Buenos Aires Philharmonic. Nelly 
earned her Master’s in Music Perform

Alisa Roberta Gukasian
Alisa Roberta Gukasian is a classical violinist and educator based in Southern  California. She is 
currently pursuing her graduate diploma in Violin Performance at UCLA’s  Herb Alpert School of Music, 
studying with Professors Varty Manouelian and Movses  Pogossian. She holds undergraduate degrees 
in Arts in History and a B.M. in Orchestral Strings from CSUN, where she also served as Assistant 
Concertmaster of the CSUN Symphony Orchestra. As the school’s first  Whitsett Smithsonian Fellow, 
she lived and worked in Washington, D.C., developing a violin-focused exhibit on pedagogy, immigrant 
musicians, and accessibility in music education. Alisa is an AMP Fellow with UCLA’s Armenian Music 
Program, where she studies the kamancha and participates in outreach at schools like Hoover Street 
Elementary. She is dedicated to inclusive, culturally rooted music education that empowers students 
and builds community through performance and connection. 

18

ChamberFest2025-Brochure-SinglePages-Final-Landscape.indd   18ChamberFest2025-Brochure-SinglePages-Final-Landscape.indd   18 9/29/2025   12:01:48 AM9/29/2025   12:01:48 AM



19

Julia Heinen
As a soloist, Julia Heinen has performed hundreds of concertos and recitals around the world, 
including recent performances in the Netherlands, Ireland, England, Italy, Belgium, Hungary, Poland, 
France, El Salvador, the Czech Republic, Spain, and Portugal. Dr. Heinen has held principal clarinet 
positions with the American Wind Symphony Orchestra, Dubuque, LaCrosse, Waterloo, Cedar Rapids, 
Rochester, Valdosta, Greenville, and Augusta Symphonies. She has also played several concerts with 
the Minnesota Orchestra and the Jacksonville (FL) Symphony Orchestra. Since 1995, Ms. Heinen 
has been Professor of Music at California State University, Northridge. She served as the co-artistic 
director of ClarinetFest®️ 2011, the annual conference of the International Clarinet Association. Julia 
Heinen is a Buffet Crampon, D’Addario, and Silverstein Performing Artist and performs exclusively 
on Buffet clarinets, D’Addario reeds, and Silverstein ligatures.

Er-Gene Kahng
Er-Gene Kahng is a violinist and educator whose work came to the fore through her advocacy of 
American composer, Florence Price.  Her recording of Florence Price’s Violin Concertos (Parma 
Records) has been cited and praised as an important contribution to American classical music.   
Er-Gene serves as concertmaster with the Fort Smith Symphony, and is a former member of Chineke!, 
the first majority BAME (Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic) orchestra in Europe, whose motto is 
“championing change and celebrating diversity in classical music.” Er-Gene served as Department 
Vice Chair, Director of Graduate Studies, Professor of Violin, and the President of the AAPI Employee 
Resource Group at the University of Arkansas in Fayetteville. She currently holds the Henry Temianka 
Endowed Professorship in Violin at Chapman University and is a Voting member of the Recording 
Academy (Texas Chapter). She was a member of the award-winning group, Khemia Ensemble, and a 
former Visiting Wolfson Fellow at the University of Cambridge in Cambridge, UK.
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Larry Kaplan
Flutist Larry Kaplan has performed extensively with the Los Angeles Philharmonic for over twenty 
years. He has also appeared numerous times on the LA Phil Green Umbrella Series, and he has 
collaborated with such iconic conductors as Gustavo Dudamel, Esa-Pekka Salonen, Zubin Mehta and 
Simon Rattle. Larry has also played Piccolo with the Minnesota Orchestra, and he has played Principal 
flute with the Bolshoi Ballet, American Ballet Theater, and with many other local orchestras. For 12 
years, he was a member of the 2-time Grammy Award winning Southwest Chamber Music with whom 
he recorded, performed locally, and on international tours. He also has numerous other recording 
credits including movie and television soundtracks as well as commercial jingles. His past faculty 
positions include 10 years at UC Irvine, where he taught flute and was director of chamber music, and 
17 years at Chapman University. He is currently on the faculty here at Cal State, Northridge. 

Irina Kataeva
Irina Kataeva-Aimard earned her reputation through interpretations of 20th-century music, in 
which she specializes. From 2009 to 2019, as part of the Program for Young Opera Singers, a three-
year advanced training course for young singers, she led masterclasses at the Bolshoi Theater in 
Moscow devoted to French vocal chamber music. In 2012, she created (and is the artistic director 
for) the Rencontres musicales de Jaugette, the only classical music festival in the Indre department, 
which welcomes internationally renowned classical and jazz musicians. In 2023, the festival won 
the “Best Content” award at the Heavent Festival Awards in Paris. In Moscow, she’s performed at the 
Sviatoslav Richter Museum, housed in the pianist’s former apartment, as well as in the Rachmaninov 
Hall and the Small Hall of the Tchaikovsky Conservatory. She has also performed in St. Petersburg in 
the main hall of the Mariinsky Theater during Valery Gergiev’s White Nights Festival. She has been 
a professor at the Conservatoire à Rayonnement Départemental de Grand Paris Sud since 1989. In 
2023, the festival won the “Best Content” Award at the Heavent Festival Awards.

20

ChamberFest2025-Brochure-SinglePages-Final-Landscape.indd   20ChamberFest2025-Brochure-SinglePages-Final-Landscape.indd   20 9/29/2025   12:01:50 AM9/29/2025   12:01:50 AM



21

Anna Kostyuchek
Violinist Anna Kostyuchek has appeared throughout the US, South America, and Europe. She has 
been a member of Philharmonie der Nationen and the Stuttgart Bach Academy, where she served 
as Associate Concertmaster and Principal Second Violin, and where she has performed in the 
greatest concert halls of South America and Europe, including the Berlin Philharmonie, Amsterdam 
Concertgebouw and many more. She has performed under the batons of Michael Tilson Thomas, John 
Williams and others. As a recording artist she has recorded for Star Trek, Dexter, Grey’s Anatomy 
and many more films, and had an onscreen role in the TV shows The Big Bang Theory and Shooter. 
She has performed on albums with Gwen Stefani and Christina Aguilera and has appeared in concert 
with Barbra Streisand, Andrea Bocelli, Tony Bennett and many more. She is a member of the Los 
Angeles Master Chorale Orchestra, Santa Barbara Opera Orchestra, and is Associate Concertmaster 
of Riverside Philharmonic.

Enosh Kofler
Sought after for his broad and varied experience as a performer, Enosh Kofler is associate 
concertmaster of the Bakersfield Symphony Orchestra and concertmaster of the Los Angeles-based 
Dream Orchestra. He was previously a member of the Israel Philharmonic, performing with Zubin 
Mehta in his “farewell” tours, and of the Jerusalem Symphony, with which he also appeared as a soloist. 
Enosh has performed on some of the world’s most illustrious stages, including Carnegie Hall, Walt 
Disney Concert Hall, The Hollywood Bowl, Teatro Colón, Berlin Philharmonie, Paris Philharmonie, 
and many more. Born in Spain to a family rooted in classical and flamenco traditions, Enosh Kofler 
relocated to Los Angeles at a young age, where he began his music education. He continued his studies 
at the New England Conservatory and completed his Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees at the Jerusalem 
Academy of Music and Dance.
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Alisa Luera
A Los Angeles–based educator and collaborative performer whose work spans the U.S. and abroad. 
She has performed with the American Contemporary Ballet, Bakersfield Symphony Orchestra, Laós 
Chamber Music, and Golden State Pops Orchestra, and has collaborated with Disney XD, the Foo 
Fighters, and Grammy-winning composer Cheche Alara. A versatile artist equally at home on stage 
and in the classroom, Alisa recently earned her Master’s degree from UCLA’s Herb Alpert School of 
Music while continuing to teach and perform throughout Los Angeles.

Franck Lunion
Bachelor of Musicology from La Sorbonne, and after learning clarinet, Franck Lunion studied 
singing at the CNSM in Paris. As a member of the European Academy of Music of the Festival d’Aix-
en-Provence, he’s sung in Don Giovanni under Claudio Abbado and Daniel Harding’s baton. This 
production has been revived in Stockholm, at the Opéra de Lyon, at the Piccolo Teatro at La  Scala, 
as well as at the Bunkamara in Tokyo. He’s sung the role of Arcas (Lully’s Theseus), under William 
Christie’s baton in Lyon, Brussels, and Paris. He regularly performs in recitals with a repertoire of 
Lieder and French melodie.  More recently, he’s sung Schubert and Mahler Lieder, Debussy’s Songs 
and Negro Spirituals with the pianist Jeff Cohen at the Oceanis in Ploemeur and at the Paris Atelier 
de La Main d’Or, with the pianist Agnes Fargier-Lagrange in Britany and the Shostakovitch’s Suite on 
Verses of Michelangelo Op 145 with the pianist Irina Kataeva.
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Patrick Marsh
Received his Bachelors Degree in viola performance from the University of Michigan and his Masters 
Degree from The Peabody Institute at Johns Hopkins. As a violist, Patrick has performed in Chamber 
Ensembles throughout the United States and in Europe.  Patrick also plays with local Southern 
California Orchestras such as the Santa Barbara Symphony and Los Angeles Virtuosi, and sits as 
Principal Viola with the Moorpark Symphony Orchestra.  Though classical music is the foundation of 
his technique, you will find him branching out into the Jazz and Rock genres on Electric Violin.

Benz Marston
Benz Marston Duglio is an accomplished, classically trained cellist whose musical journey began 
at the Washington Conservatory of Music in Washington, D.C., where he was also a member of the 
National Symphony Orchestra Fellowship Program. Born in Peru and raised in Washington, D.C., he 
moved to Los Angeles in 2015 to continue his cello studies, working with Ben Hong, Yoshika Masuda, 
and CSUN professor Diane Roscetti. Benz has performed with artists including Serj Tankian, Aida 
Cuevas, Luciana Souza, and La Marisoul, among others, and has appeared in a wide range of orchestral, 
chamber, and contemporary settings. At CSUN, he was the winner of the Concerto Competition and 
earned his Master of Music degree.
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Yoshika Masuda
Praise for his “undoubted artistry” (The Strad) and as “one of the finest cellists of his generation” 
(Chopin Magazine Japan), Yoshika Masuda has performed widely as a soloist and chamber musician 
across Australia, Japan, China, South Korea, Mexico, the USA, Canada, and Europe. Chamber music 
forms the core of Yoshika’s musical endeavours, having performed alongside renowned musicians 
such as Peter Frankl, Gil Kalish, Cho-Liang Lin, Roger Tapping, and the Kronos Quartet. He is the co-
founder of the Darshan Trio, SAKURA cello quintet as well as being the resident cellist for Salastina. 
Previously, he was also the cellist of the Rolston Quartet. Yoshika is currently the Assistant Professor 
of Cello and Director of String Studies at Chapman University Hall-Musco Conservatory of Music. His 
debut album Hidden Flame was released in March 2024 on AVIE Records, receiving a 4-star review 
from BBC Music Magazine.

Andrew McIntosh
A Grammy-nominated violinist, violist, baroque violinist, and composer who teaches at the California 
Institute of the Arts and is a member of Wild Up, Formalist Quartet, Red Koral Quartet, Tesserae, and 
Bach Collegium San Diego. He has served as guest concertmaster for baroque operas with LA Opera 
and Opera UCLA, and recently served as both music director and concertmaster of Long Beach Opera’s 
all-Handel pastiche production “The Feast”, a collaboration with Martha Graham Dance Company. 
About a recent performance of the complete Rosary Sonatas of Heinrich Biber at the 92nd Street Y, the 
New York Times said, “his playing had exceptional clarity and rhetorical verve”. As a composer, he was 
described by Alex Ross in the New Yorker as “a composer preternaturally attuned to the landscapes 
and soundscapes of the West”, and recent commissions include works for the LA Philharmonic, Yarn/
Wire, Miller Theatre at Columbia University, and violinist Ilya Gringolts.
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Laurence Oldak
Gave her first public concert at the age of eight, where she was soon noticed by legendary musicians 
Ivry Gitlis and Maria João Pires. At fourteen, she was awarded the Gold Medal at the City Conservatory 
of Toulouse in the class of Françoise Thinat, as well as a First Prize in Chamber Music. She then 
entered the Conservatoire de Paris (CNSM) to study piano with Dominique Merlet and chamber music 
with Jean Hubeau. Her artistry has been praised by critics: Philippe Cassard, writing in Le Nouvel 
Observateur, lauded her “beautiful touch, with a sovereign rubato worthy of Rubinstein.” Alongside 
her performing career, Laurence Oldak is a dedicated pedagogue. She holds the highest French 
teaching diplomas (CA, PEA) and is currently Professor of Piano at the City Conservatory of Paris 
(CRR). In 2012, she met composer Kirill Zaborov, who entrusted her with the premieres of his works. 
This artistic collaboration led to her first album, Dialogue, a poetic exchange between Zaborov and 
Alexander Scriabin. She has recorded several albums, including Influence (Bach–Chopin) and an all-
Chopin recording.

Pedram Pourghazi
A native of Esfahan, Iran, he began playing the violin at the age of six. He earned his first master’s 
degree in World Music Performance and a bachelor’s in violin performance from Tehran Art University. 
In 2024, he moved from Iran to the United States and later completed a second master’s at California 
State University, Northridge, studying with Dr. Lorenz Gamma. During both years of his master’s 
at CSUN, he was awarded first chair of the Honors String Quartet under Dr. Roscetti’s leadership. 
Now based in Los Angeles, he is an active performer, collaborating with different orchestras and 
ensembles. He currently teaches strings and orchestra at Harvard-Westlake Middle School.
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Dmitry Rachmanov
Dmitry Rachmanov is the Director of Keyboard at CSU Northridge. He has served on the faculties of 
Manhattan School of Music, Roosevelt University, and has appeared as a guest artist/lecturer at The 
Juilliard and Colburn Schools, NEC, Beijing Central and Shanghai Conservatories. He has performed 
at Carnegie Hall, Kennedy Center, London’s Barbican and South Bank Centres, in major halls of China, 
was soloist with Ukraine National Symphony, National Orchestra of Porto and Vidin Sinfonietta. He 
has recorded for Naxos, Parma, Cambria and Vista Vera labels. Rachmanov is a founding member 
and president of the Scriabin Society of America and serves as the president of the American Liszt 
Society’s Southern California Chapter. A co-founder of CSUN’s ChamberFest and OpusOne festivals, 
Dr. Rachmanov was a Research Fellow at CSUN’s Mike Curb College and was named Outstanding 
CAPMT member. Recently he was inducted into the Steinway & Sons Teacher Hall of Fame.
www.dmitryrachmanov.com

Diane Roscetti
Professor Roscetti has been at CSUN for twenty-two years, and currently teaches Cello, Chamber 
Music, and Entrepreneurship, She is the Director of the CSUN Honors String Quartet Program. Prior 
to coming to CSUN, she was the Director of the School of Performing Arts at the University of Maine, 
where she was the Cello Professor for twenty-three years and a member of the Faculty Piano Trio which 
toured extensively.  She started an advanced graduate string quartet program there. She has enjoyed 
a performance career spanning many years, performing at many international music festivals, 
and performing twenty-one solo and chamber music television/radio broadcasts throughout New 
England and the Canadian Maritimes. She has performed on National Public Radio’s Performance 
Today, and she has performed chamber music with Jacques Israelievitch, Victor Danchenko, Jerry 
Grossman, Mihai Tetel, Eugenia Zukerman, Steven Isserlis, and many others. 
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Ruzanna Sargsyan
Ruzanna started playing the violin at the age of seven when she was admitted to the Tchaikovsky 
Music School in Yerevan, Armenia. She had her first public appearance at the age of eight. She 
later studied at the Yerevan State Conservatory, where she earned her Bachelor’s degree under the 
tutelage of Professor Willy Mokatzian. Ruzanna then pursued her Master’s degree in Music at Miami 
University and at California State University, Northridge. After moving to Los Angeles, Ruzanna 
performed with several ensembles, including the Riverside Symphony Orchestra, the San Bernardino 
Symphony, and the Santa Barbara Opera. Ruzanna has performed in major concert halls across 
the world, including Walt Disney Concert Hall, David Geffen Hall (formerly Avery Fisher Hall), and 
Konzerthaus Berlin. She has shared the stage with a diverse roster of artists, including Elton John, 
Jared Leto, Serj Tankian and Sarah McLachlan, as well as bands like Black Eyed Peas, Thirty Seconds 
to Mars and Earth, Wind and Fire.

Steven Vanhauwaert
Praised by Alex Ross: “Brilliant” (The New Yorker), Mark Swed: “Monster technique” (L.A. Times), and 
Chu Meng: “Dazzling” (Beijing Today), Steven Vanhauwaert has garnered a widearray of accolades, 
amongst which the First Prize at the Los Angeles International Liszt Competition. Mr. Vanhauwaert 
has appeared as a soloist at the National Center of the Performing Arts in Beijing, the Walt Disney 
Concert Hall, the Great Hall of the Budapest Liszt Conservatory, the Forbidden City Theatre in Beijing, 
Segerstrom Hall and many others and has appeared with orchestras such as the Pacific Symphony. 
Mr. Vanhauwaert serves as co-director for the Unbound Chamber Music Festival in Mammoth Lakes, 
a 3-week long summer festival. His discography covers a wide range of composers, from Joseph Woelfl 
to Stravinsky and Tigran Mansurian. His recordings have been awarded 5 Diapasons, among other 
awards. Mr. Vanhauwaert serves on the faculty at the University of Utah’s School of Music. More info 
at www.stevenpiano.com.
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Erica Wise
Performer, teacher and artistic advisor has developed a versatile and vibrant career as a classically-
trained cellist. Whether on stage as soloist, chamber or orchestral musician, her authenticity and 
passion is evident. Wise is a committed teacher, challenging her students to find their own voice and 
as an artistic advisor, she has helped develop festivals and arts organizations.

Quartet Aido
Founded in the Fall of 2024 by four graduate students at the USC Thornton School of Music in 
order to pursue their shared passion for chamber performance. Over the past year, Quartet Aido 
has found success performing in multiple GroupMuse concerts where they have presented full 
recital programs and engaged with audience members during and after performances. Quartet 
Aido recently premiered Los Angeles based composer Aidan Vass’s String Quartet No. 1 in 
UCLA’s Schoenberg Hall. Members of the quartet have been prize winners at several national 
competitions, including the Midwest Conservatory Concerto Competition, the Fischoff 
National Chamber Music Competition, and the Norman Cooper International Chamber Music 
Competition, and have been selected to be fellows at music festivals like the Music Academy 
of the West, Bowdoin International Music Festival, and Spoleto Festival. Quartet Aido is 
extremely excited to be performing with pianist Steven Vanhauweart at CSUN’s ChamberFest 
this October.
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WITH GRATITUDE

ChamberFest @ CSUN 2025 would like to acknowledge the following institutions 
and individuals for their generous and undying support of the festival:

Colburn Foundation
CSUN Instructionally Related Activities

CSUN Mike Curb College of Arts, Media, and Communication – Office of the Dean
CSUN Department of Music – Office of the Chair

Our staff at the CSUN Department of Music
Our hosts

Assistant Event Coordinator:
Anthony Moresi

Social Media:
Nelly Guevara
Nicole Ying

Communication Designer:
Jude Bisda
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